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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: ETRDMTN 

SUB J : FRENCH TRADE MINISTER ROSSI VISIT TO U.S. 

REF: PARIS 06285 

1 . MTN DEL SUPPORTS EMBASSY PARIS RECOMMENDATION THAT 
THE U.S. SHOULD PROMPTLY WELCOME FRENCH TRADE MINISTER 
ROSSI'S INTEREST IN VISITING WASHINGTON MAY 2-3. EVEN 
THOUGH THIS CANNOT BE AN OCCASION FOR NEGOTIATIONS, THERE 
ARE IMPORTANT SUBSTANTIVE (NOT JUST PROTOCOL) REASONS 
WHY ROSSI SHOULD BE RECEIVED AT TOP LEVELS, NAMELY: (A) 
FRENCH ATTITUDES CARRY ENORMOUS WEIGHT IN THE INTRA-EC 
PULLING AND TUGGING THAT LEADS TO A COMMUNITY POSITION 
ON MTN AND OTHER TRADE ISSUES, AND (B) ROSSI HAS MANY 
SERIOUS MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE MTN AND U.S. POLICY WHICH 
IT WOULD BE HELPFUL TO TRY TO CORRECT WHILE ROSSI IS STILL 
IN THE RELATIVELY EARLY STAGES OF HIS ON-THE-JOB TRAINING. 
WALKER 
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